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	          This program is made possible through a Center for Teaching and Learning grant with generous funding from the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System Office of the Chancellor.  MnCUEW also thanks the following publishers for their generous donations in support of this conference: Bedford, Freeman and Worth; McGraw-Hill Higher Education; W.W. Norton & Company; and Wadsworth/Cengage Learning.     


Map: A map of the Conference Center rooms is on a two-sided flier in your Conference folder.

Schedule at a Glance
Friday, April 3 (Register or check in at front desk when you arrive.)

10:00 am-5 pm:
   Publishers’ Book Fair

10:00-10:30 am:  Welcome and Publishers’ Presentations

10:30-11:30: 
   Keynote I – Paul Bodmer, "The Changing Boundaries of Higher Education in English"


   (See flier.)
11:30-12:30 pm: Lunch in Courtyard Cafeteria (for those who requested Fri. lunch)

12:30-1:30:          Breakout Sessions A

1:45-2:45:
   Breakout Sessions B

2:00-3:00:    
   Book signings by Literary Authors Bill Meissner, Michael Fedo, and Diane Wilson

3:00-4:00: 
   Breakout Sessions C

4:00-5:00:  
   Breakout Sessions D

3:00-5:00: 
   Keynote II – Literary Readings by Bill Meissner, Michael Fedo, and Diane Wilson


   (See flier.)
5:00-7:00:
   Happy Hour in the Skybox Room at Grumpy’s on Snelling.  (See flier in your Conf. folder.)
Saturday, April 4 (Register or check in at front desk if you have not already done so.)

7:30-9:30 am: 
   Continental Breakfast (for all those who requested Sat. food)

8:00-9:00:            Breakout Sessions E

9:15-10:15:          Breakout Sessions F

10:30-11:30:        Keynote III – Lynda Milne, "How We Talk About and Do Assessment Changes Everything"



   (See flier.)
11:30-12:30 pm: Lunch in Courtyard Cafeteria (for all those who requested Sat. food)

12:30-1:30: 
   Breakout Sessions G

Sponsors: This conference is co-hosted by MnSCU and the University of Minnesota.

MnCUEW Committee
      
Brian Baumgart, Century College
Heather Camp, Minnesota State University-Mankato
Kirsti Cole, Minnesota State University-Mankato
Anthony Collins, Inver Hills Community College 
Julie Daniels, Century Community and Technical  College 
Pat Darling, Inver Hills Community College 
Danielle Hinrichs, Metropolitan State University 
Richard Jewell, Inver Hills Community College 
Darryl Johnson, Anoka Technical  College
Matt Mauch, Normandale Community College 
Carol Mohrbacher, St. Cloud State University 
Brian Nerney, Metropolitan State University 
Dave Page, Inver Hills Community College 
David Pates, Normandale Community College 
Kris Peleg, Century Community and Technical  College
Tom Reynolds, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 
Ken Risdon, University of Minnesota-Duluth 
Donald Ross, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 
Larry Sklaney, Century Community and Technical  College 
Martin Springborg, Center for Teaching and Learning 
Matthew Vercant, Minnesota State University-Mankato 
Matt Williams, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 
The Committee is composed of full-time and adjunct instructors and graduate students from a number of Minnesota colleges and universities.  It meets once every two to four months.  You are welcome to join by emailing Richard Jewell.

Are you on the MnCUEW email listserv?  If you have not been getting MnCUEW Conference and Minnesota English and writing information on a monthly basis recently, send your email address to Richard Jewell and ask to have it added to the listserv. 
Program for Friday, April 3, 9:00 AM-5:00 PM (4-1-09)
	9:00 am-4:00 pm
	Registration and Check-in
	Lower-level Lobby


Fri., April 3, 10:00-11:30 am
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	Keynote I
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	10:00-
10:30 am
	Welcome
	Welcome: Richard Jewell
Publishers’ Presentations: McGraw Hill and Cengage Learning
	Room 83

	10:30-

11:30 am
	Keynote I
	“The Changing Boundaries of Higher 
Education in English” by Paul Bodmer, NCTE (Ret.)
(See inserted flier for more information.)
	Room 83

	10 am-
5 pm
	Book Fair
	Publishers’ and
Literary Readers’ Displays
	
	Reg. Lobby
& Hallway


Fri., April 3, 11:30 am-12:30 pm
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	Lunch & 1 Roundtable
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	11:30 am-
12:30 pm
	Lunch
	(Lunch for those who 
requested it in advance.)
	
	Courtyard Cafeteria

	
	Roundtable Discussion During Lunch
	“Teaching Developmental 
Writing Online”
	Ben Kiely, IHCC, & Kirsi Halonen, Lake Superior College
	Look for Sign at Table in Lunchroom

	10 am-
5 pm
	Book Fair
	Publishers’ and
Literary Readers’ Displays
	
	Reg. Lobby
& Hallway


Fri., April 3, 12:30-1:30 pm: Breakout Sessions “A”
       
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	TITLE – Breakout Sessions “A”
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	12:30-
1:30 pm

Choose your event from these options.


	1. Keynote Follow-up

with Paul Bodmer
	“Coordinating National and State Priorities for English Studies” An open discussion identifying the issues and pressures facing English studies and what actions English faculty can take.
	Room 52

	
	2. Panel: Assessment
	“Assessment as Scholarship: 
Learning from Process and Product”
	April Schmidt and Susan Brooks, Bethel College
	Room 77

	
	3. Workshop
	“Inner Workings of Themed Writing II Courses:  Focus and Discovery as a Learning Community”
	Judy Daniel, Metro State; Pat Darling, Metro State, and IHCC; & students
	Room 32

Overhead Projector

	
	4. Presentations:

Online Composition
	“Online Teaching and Learning Practices in Traditional Classrooms: Hybridizing Education for Best Practice”

“Benefiting Students and Instructors:  Desire2Learn in the Composition Classroom”
	Tanya Grosz, NWC
David Maynard and Teresa Bolstad, Mankato
	Room 83 


High Tech.  
& Overhead Projector

	
	5.  Panel

	“The Multimodal Classroom: 
Old Lesson Plans in New Ways” 
	Alex Pickens, Ryan Hanson, Cody Reimer, Mark Heimermann, Faith Erickson, St. Cloud 
	Room 42B
High Tech.

	
	6. Presentations:
Poetry and Literature
	“Teaching the I-Persona to Beginning Poets”

“Roadside Poetry:  Signs of Language in the Landscape”

“False Heels and (Mis)representation:  Melville’s Israel Potter”
	Kate Basham,
UM Duluth 
Paul Carney, MSCTC-Fergus Falls

Anne Roth Reinhardt, UM-TC
	Room 42A

High Tech.  


Fri., April 3, 1:45-2:45 pm: Breakout Sessions “B”
                                                  
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	TITLE – Breakout Sessions “B”
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	1:45-
2:45 pm
	Book Signings
	Meet literary keynote authors Bill Meissner, Michael Fedo, and Diane Wilson, who will be in the Lobby to sign their books. 
	Bill Meissner, Michael Fedo,
and Diane Wilson
	Registra-tion Lobby Tables

	
	1. Panel Discussion
	“Designing and Implementing
a B.A. in Writing Studies”
	Jill Jenson, David Beard, Kenneth Risdon, & John Hatcher, UM Duluth; Donald Ross & LeeAnn Kastman-Breuch, UM-TC
	Room 83 


High Tech.  
& Overhead Projector

	
	2. Presentations


	“Integrative Foundation Writing:  Collaborations Between Studio
and Liberal Arts Curricula”
   

“Why Creating a Partnership with the Guthrie Benefits Normandale’s Shakespeare Course”
	Thomas Haakenson,

MCAD
    

Patrick O’Donnell,

Normandale CC
	Room 42A

High Tech.

	
	3. Panel
	“Pedagogical Power of Comic Books”
	Wayne C. Ripley, Nicholas Ozment,  Dan Wahl, and Conan Kmiecik, Winona State
	Room 52

	
	4. Presentations:

Diversity and

Language Issues


	“Is Black English a Real Language?”

“Challenges of Non-Native Speakers with Reading and Writing in Composition 101”

“Academic Borderlands: Teaching Standards of Academic Honesty in Globalized Composition Classes”
	Starletta Poindexter, Century CC

Ahmet Dursun, MSU-Mankato

Ann Thurmer, Winona State
	Room 42B

High Tech.

	
	5. Creative and 
Technical  Writing
	“Using Creative Writing to Shape the Critical Mind of the Composition Student”

“Teaching Ethics in Creative Nonfiction Writing Classrooms”

“Critical-Cultural Pedagogy: Problem Posing in the Technical Writing Classroom”
	Jade Faul and Teresa Bolstand, Mankato

Nicole Montana,

St. Catherine

Stephen Brasher,

UM Twin Cities
	Room 32

Overhead Projector 

	
	6. Presentations:
Crossing  Boundaries by Telling Stories
	“Crossing the Line for
Intergenerational Bonds: Millennials Write Life Stories about the ‘Greatest Generation’”

“Talking Across Our Boundaries:
A Case for Creative Nonfiction”

“Reacting to the Past”
	Lynn O. Ludwig, 
St. Cloud State

Benjamin Wheeler, UM Morris

Jill Zasadny, 
St. Cloud State
	Room 77

	10 am-
5 pm
	Book Fair
	Publishers’ and
Literary Readers’ Displays
	
	Reg. Lobby
& Hallway


Fri., April 3, 3:00-4:00 pm: Breakout Sessions “C”
                                                  
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	TITLE – Breakout Sessions “C”
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	3:00-
5:00 pm
	1. Keynote II
(3:00-5:00 pm)
	Literary Readings: Bill Meissner, Fiction and Poetry; Michael Fedo, Nonfiction; Diane Wilson, Nonfiction.  
(See inserted flier for more information.)
	Room 83

	3:00-
4:00 pm


	2. Panel:
Assessment

	“Towards Change-Based Writing Assessment: Analyzing Students’ Effectiveness in Use of Written Argument  Strategies in Online Role-Play Activities”
	Richard Beach,  Elizabeth Boeser,
and Candace Doerr-Stevens, UM-TC
	Room 42A

High Tech.

	
	3. Panel:  1st-Year Composition
	“Writing Places: Bridging Experience and

Awareness in First-Year Composition”
	Tim Dougherty,

Patrick Bruch, Mary Wiatrak-Uhlenkott, Joseph Bartolotta,
UM-TC
	Room 77

	
	4. Panel/Writing
Center Issues
	“Bridging the Digital Divide:
Successful Online Tutoring”

“Relationships Between
Clients and Consultants”
	Jeff Zuckerman, Heidi Rivers, Laurel Walsh, Brian Tim-merman, & Jamie Patterson, Walden U.
                  

Elysha Gellerman, St. Cloud State
	Room 42B

High Tech.


	
	5. Presentations:
Assessment
	“Rubrics for English Assignments”

 “Professor Higgens Indeed:
Genre Power and Assessment”
	Andrea Potyondy-Smith, Henn. Tech.       
Matthew Williams,

UM-TC
	Room 32


Overhead Projector

	10 am
-5 pm
	Book Fair
	Publishers’ and
Literary Readers’ Displays
	
	Reg. Lobby
& Hallway


Fri., April 3, 4:00-5:00 pm: Breakout Sessions “D”
                                                  
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	TITLE – Breakout Sessions “D”
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	
	1. Keynote II 
 – continued from above
(3:00-5:00 pm)
	Literary Readings: Bill Meissner, Fiction and Poetry; Michael Fedo, Nonfiction; Diane Wilson, Nonfiction.  
(See inserted flier for more information.)
	Room 83

	4:00-
5:00 pm
	2. Presentation & Panel:
Critical Thinking
	“Thinking Critically, Writing Organically: An Active Approach to Composition” 

“Thinking Critically about Incorporating Critical Thinking in the Curriculum”
	Marnie J. Glazier   Inver Hills and  North Hennepin CC

Brandy Opse-Weber, Anthony Collins, Dave Page, Carrie Taylor, IHCC
	Room 52

	
	3. Presentations: Student Tutorials and Online Supports
	“Effectiveness of Directive vs. Non-directive Tutoring Methods for ELLs”

“Student Writing Support Online:
What Can Students Learn and 
How Can Writing Consultants Help Them?”
	Tanya Dotseth & Cara Pawlowski, 
St. Cloud State

Linda Clemens, Lauren Curtright, UM-TC
	Room 42A

High Tech.

	
	4. Presentations: Thinking 
Beyond Boundaries
	Critically Thinking about Science in
the First-Year Composition Classroom”

“Eureka! and Beyond the
Emotionally Intelligent Writing Class”

“Shared-Courses Learning
Community: Blood Diamonds
in Composition and World Politics”
	James Heiman,           Saint Cloud State

Dennis Cass

Michael Bielmeier,

Normandale CC
	Room 42B

High Tech.

	5-7 pm
	(Unofficial Happy Hour)
	Join Bill Meissner, Mike Fedo, Diane Wilson, and others at Grumpy’s.  See the Grumpy’s flier in your conference folder.
	Grumpy’s, on Snelling

	10 am
5 pm
	Book Fair
	Publishers’ Displays
	
	Near Reg. Lobby
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Program for Saturday, April 4, 7:30 AM-2:00 PM

	7:30 am-12:00 noon
	Registration and Check-in
	Lower-level Lobby


Sat., April 4, 7:30-9:30 am
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	TITLE - Lunch
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	7:30-9:30 am
	Continental Breakfast
	(Continental Breakfast for those who, in advance, requested food on Saturday.)
	
	Courtyard Cafeteria


Sat., April 4, 8:00-9:00 am: Breakout Sessions “E”
                                                  
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	TITLE – Breakout Sessions “E”
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	8:00 – 

9:00 am
	1. Presentations
	“10 Multi-Modal Strategies for Engaging                     Non-Writers”

“Creativity in the Teaching of Writing”
	Margaret McGee and Mary McDunn, MCAD

Anne Linde, UM-TC
	Room 42A

High Tech.

	
	2. Panel: 
First-Year Writing
	“First-year Writing: Adapting to Change”
	Patricia Fillipi, MattKimlinger, MaureenAitken,

Pat Eliason. U of M
	Room 83 


High Tech.  
& Overhead Projector

	
	3. Presentations
	“Grading Student Writing
as Transformative Practice”

“Differentiated Instruction:  Who Me?”
	Susan Callaway,
St. Thomas

Mary Verrill,

Normandale CC
	Room 32


Overhead Projector

	
	4. Presentations: 
Composition Pedagogy
	“College Students' Identity and Their Interpretation of Teacher Feedback”


“The Inappropriateness of Appropriateness”
	Elizabeth Kirchoff,                           MSU-Moorhead
Greg Zeck,
Hennepin Tech. 
	Room 42B

High Tech.

	
	5.  Panel
	“Teaching Professional Writing
in First Year Composition”
	Heather Camp, Teresa Bolstad, Keith Wain,

Mankato State
	Room 77


Sat., April 4, 9:15-10:15 am: Breakout Sessions “F”

	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	TITLE – Breakout Sessions “F”
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	9:15-
10:15 am
	1. Panel


	“Calling Up a Tsunami:
Arresting White Privilege with

Critical Literacy and Arts Activism
in the Basic Writing Classroom”
	Kathleen Devore, Valerie Deus,

and Shannon Gibney,  MCTC
	Room 83 

High Tech.  
& Overhead Projector

	
	2. Presentations
	“Rousing All the Voices:  Helping a Diverse College Class Sound Their Stories”

“The A.F.A. Degree:  Nurturing Creative Writers at the Community College”
	Margot Galt, Metro State U & UM-TC
Kris Bigalk, Normandale CC
	Room 32


Overhead Projector

	
	3. Panel
	“Across Classroom Borders:
Creating an Online Communal
Space for First-Year Writing”
	Kimberly Shultz, Lee-Ann Kastman-Breuch, Tim Gustafson, Merry Rendahl, and Tom Reynolds, UM-TC
	Room 42A

High Tech.

	
	4. Presentations
	“Cross-Disciplinary Possibilities: Helping English Majors Analyze ‘Our’ Conventions”

“Writerships, Reform,
and English Composition”
	Rebecca T. Fremo, Baker Lawley, 
and Sean Cobb, Gustavus Adolphus

Michael Hancher, UM-TC
	Room 42B

High Tech.

	
	5. Presentations:
Assessment & Feedback
	“Introducing a Contract for Grades in Advanced Creative Writing Instruction”

“What Do Students Say about Comments?”

“Using Diagnostic Student Questionnaires for Planning and Assessing Postsecondary Writing Instruction”
	Cass Dalglish, Augsburg

Jie Li, Bowling Green State U.
Rick Lybeck, Mankato
	Room 77


Keynote III: Sat., April 4, 10:30-11:30 am
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	Keynote III
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	10:30-

11:30 am
	Keynote III
	“How We Talk About and Do
Assessment Changes Everything”
by Lynda Milne, Center for Teaching and Learning, MnSCU (See inserted fliers for more information.)
	Room 83


Sat., April 4, 11:30 am-12:30 pm
	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	Lunch & 2 Roundtables
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	11:30 am-
12:30 pm
	Lunch
	(Lunch for those who 
requested, in advance, food on Saturday.)
	
	Courtyard Cafeteria

	
	Roundtable Discussion During Lunch
	“College Writing Centers:  How many variations are possible?”

“The No-Grades Classroom”
	Julie Rodakowski,

Rochester CC

Lucia Pawlowski,

UM Twin Cities
	Look for Sign at Table in Lunchroom


See “Breakout Sessions ‘G,’” 12:30-1:30 pm, on the next page.  ( 

Sat., April 4, 12:30-1:30 pm: Breakout Sessions “G”

	TIME
	WORKSHOP/EVENT
	TITLE – Breakout Sessions “D”
	PRESENTER
	ROOM

	12:30 – 1:30 pm
	1. Presentations:
Program Concerns


	“How to Make Assessment
Meaningful for Teacher and Student”

 “A Year of Tutorials: Questioning Hierarchy within English Graduate Assistantships”
	Wanda Synstelien,

Southwest State

Karl Russell Klint, St. Cloud State
	Room 32


Overhead Projector

	
	2. Presentations:
Reading and Literature
	“My Best Friend Lives in a Book”

“A Theoretical Rationale for Aesthetic Response in the High School”

“Teaching Reading in the First-Year Composition Classroom”
	Phillis Deer,       Concordia

Heidi Jones, UM-TC
Elizabeth M. Kalbfleisch, UM-TC
	Room 42A

High Tech.

	
	3. Presentations
	“Tutoring Across Borders:  The Next Step”

“It’s All About Me: Composition Pedagogy”
“Graphic Organizer for Students”
	Nick Seifert and Annie Chong, 
St. Cloud State

Amy Kubista,             Minnesota School of Business

Greg Dahlstrom,

IHCC
	Room 42B

High Tech.

	
	4. Panel:
Creative Writing
	“How Creative Writing Can
Inform English Curriculum”
	Beth Mayer and Kristin Johnson, Metropolitan State; Matthew Guenette, Madison Area TC;                                                              Annette Schiebout, UW-River Falls;                                                    Charlotte Sullivan, Normandale CC
	Room 83 


High Tech.  
& Overhead Projector

	
	5.  Planning Session
	MnCUEW Planning for Next Year: 
Those interested in becoming 
Committee members are welcome to join us! 
	MnCUEW Committee
	Room 77
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	Thank you for your participation in the first 
annual MnCUEW Conference.  We already have started 
planning the next one, and we look forward to seeing you again!
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Minnesota Colleges and Universities English and Writing
April 3 & 4, 2009
PROGRAM SUMMARY (in order of appearance)
1.   Keynote I:  The Changing Boundaries of Higher Education                                                                                                                                              How are the traditional definitions of the preparation and role of the student, the working environment of the faculty, and the                      learning of essential knowledge changing?  Redefinition requires us to re-think the boundaries that define the roles of the student               and teacher and the methodologies of institutional delivery.  I will frame those changing boundaries against the backdrop of national    policies and initiatives that will impact the long-term work we do.                                                                                                                                                       Paul Bodmer      Associate Professor of English at Bismarck State College, career-long member in TYCA Midwest, chair of the National        Two-Year College Council of NCTE, Associate Executive Director for Higher Education of NCTE, retired 2008.

2.  Roundtable  at noon:  Teaching Developmental Writing Online                                                                                                                           Do you currently teach or are you interested in teaching developmental writing online? Do you have success stories to share or questions and concerns to voice?  This roundtable discussion will offer current instructors, future instructors, students, and other stakeholders the opportunity to share experiences and best practices. We hope to examine retention strategies, efforts to screen students, student and instructor fatigue, and online feedback.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Ben Kiely      Inver Hills Community College        
Kirsi Halonen
Lake Superior College



 

3.  Coordinating National and State Priorities for English Studies                                                                                                                        An open discussion that will attempt to identify the issues and pressures facing English studies and what actions English Faculty                 can take.                 

Paul Bodmer        Keynoter     

4.  Assessment as Scholarship: Learning from Process and Product  (assessment)
An affordable, embedded writing assessment that provides reliable data on writing program success while offering students relevant, experiential education?  In this panel, we present a border-crossing writing assessment model that accesses embedded general education curriculum writing assignments to hone the skills of upper-level English education students and provide valuable institutional data. This model, which has been successfully piloted at Bethel University, holds the potential for streamlined data collection and relevant, hands-on education for future teachers. Sample rubrics and other handouts will be provided.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    April Schmidt   College Writing Coordinator     Writing Center Director    Bethel  College       

Susan Brooks     Bethel College

5.   “Inner Workings of Themed Writing II Courses:  Focus and Discovery as a Learning  Community”                                                                           What is the payoff for teaching Writing II with a theme and common set of readings?  What works? What doesn’t  work?  What is                      the student learning experience?  How can readings and mixed media be incorporated? How can we rate the quality of the final                     outcome of the research component?  How do  the students rate the quality of their classroom interaction?  These are some of the  questions for this session on Themed Writing II courses where Judy Daniel and Pat Darling will discuss how the seminar focus and                  rich mix of material centered around a particular theme as gender, food, Afghani women, the economy can focus and energize a                      research writing class.  Students will discuss how the process worked for them, and the teachers will share ideas on how to increase engagement in Writing II courses.                                                                                                                                                                                                 Judy Daniel      Metropolitan State University        
Pat Darling       Saint Paul College, Inver Hills Community College, Metropolitan State U      

Writing II students
 6.   Online Teaching and Learning Practices in Traditional Classes:  Hybridizing Education for Best Practice   (online/technology)                   Teaching composition online, I discovered that I enjoyed the editing tools that Microsoft Word offered (insert comment, different font, highlighting, etc.).  It made reading and commenting on papers less cumbersome, quicker, and more enjoyable.  Additionally, I felt the quality and depth of my comments and the students’ ability to understand and apply my comments were enhanced.  Students also seemed to open up more and felt freer to write critical editing comments.  My classes are becoming more hybrid as I discover ways of blending online practices with best practices of face-to-face instruction.                                                                                    

Tanya L. Grosz          

7.   Benefiting Students and Instructors: Desire2Learn in the Composition Classroom                                                                                        Because of an increasingly competitive job market, composition instructors can help students with both writing competencies and technology-based activities in order to develop skills for the computerized workplace. Desire2Learn is a convenient and effective method to expose students to computer-based practices such as typing, internet navigation, discussion boards, blogging, and online chat. D2L helps instructors manage classrooms with tools that instructors and students can access at any time.                                                                                              David Maynard       Minnesota State University, Mankato             

Teresa Bolstad        Minnesota State University, Mankato           

8.  The Multimodal Classroom: Old Lesson Plans in New Ways
 A current trend in first-year composition focuses on rhetoric and argument, limiting the role of literature and technology.                 However, by taking alternative approaches to old lesson plans, teachers can supplement current curricula, creating a contact               zone between multiple areas of English study. This panel provides practical lesson plans that focus on literature, argument,            rhetoric, and technology. By revising dated lesson plans to include a variety of modes and genres of English, composition              becomes more accessible to students. By encouraging multi-genre and multimodal learning, teachers can overcome student resistance to composition.
 Alex Pickens      Saint Cloud State University       
Ryan Hanson (SCSU): 
Cody Reimer (SCSU): 
Mark Heimermann (SCSU): 
Faith Erickson (SCSU): 

9.   Teaching the I-Persona to Beginning Poets 
Those who separate the “I” from the author cause trouble for poetry and for poets by a) undermining authorial accountability,  b) supporting identity theft, and c) subverting potentials for teaching living poets of works which seem volitionally or thematically uncertain.  However, this presentation reminds teachers that we should read the poems which are given on their own terms.

Kate Basham      Department of English      University of Minnesota, Duluth   
10.   Roadside Poetry: Signs of Language in the Landscape   (Creative Writing)                                                                                            The mission of The Roadside Poetry Project is to celebrate the personal pulse of poetry in the public landscape. The project invites Minnesota students - kindergarten through college - and residents to submit four lines of original verse for consideration and posting on future Roadside Poetry signs.  This session will provide project background, challenges, photos of the poems posted            since September 2008, and the impact of the project on the community.                                                                                                                                                                                      Paul Carney     MSCTC – Fergus Falls        
11.   False Heels and (Mis)representation: Melville's Israel Potter                                                                                                                          This paper analyzes how Melville’s Israel Potter diverges from the original biography of Israel Potter focusing on articles of clothing worn and referenced by the fictional Potter.  Clothing does work in the text — both as archival place-holder and cultural marker.  Interrogating textile as text provides a translation of the past as written into nineteenth-century American fiction.  This talk focuses on research as well as its pedagogical applications.                                                                                                                                                  Anne Roth-Reinhardt          University of Minnesota         
12.   Ruminations about a B.A. in Writing Studies                                                                                                                                                    The University of Minnesota’s Writing Studies department is in the planning stage for a Bachelor of Arts degree.  This talk explains how we are have used a series of outcomes for the degree and how that series is related to the curriculum we are planning.  We will also discuss our informal survey of programs at other universities, including the Duluth campus of the University, and point to some that we think provide good models for what we have in mind.                                                                                                                                                                                              David Beard         Rhetoric, Scientific and Technical Communication           University of Minnesota – Duluth      
Donald Ross         Department of Writing Studies         University of Minnesota        
Lee-Ann Kastman Breuch      University of Minnesota 

13.  Integrative Foundation Writing:  Collaborations Between Studio and Liberal Arts Curricula                                                                           The challenges, research, and guidelines we seek to address at MCAD in a foundation writing curriculum in higher education specifically targeted at students of the arts.  Much of the information comes from our current efforts to revisit and benchmark MCAD's own foundation writing offerings as compared to other NASAD institutions. MCAD has  a unique and exceptionally creative curriculum, one that combines studio practice with traditional liberal arts requirements. 
Thomas O. Haakenson
 Chair of Liberal Arts      Minneapolis College of Art and Design 

14.  Why creating a partnership with the Guthrie Theater has benefited Normandale's Shakespeare course                                                                                                                             Since spring 2008, Normandale Community College and the Guthrie have worked on a collaborative partnership to bring Normandale Shakespeare students to the Guthrie to watch the performance of a Shakespeare play, and then in subsequent weeks meet technical, educational and artistic personnel. Now in its second year, the partnership has expanded from the initial exposure to a single play, A Midsummer Night's Dream, to a fuller treatment this year of two plays: Henry V and Two Gentlemen of Verona. In this interactive presentation, Normandale English Faculty Patrick O'Donnell and Paula Garland will explain the origins of the idea, how it has been administered and the challenges and rewards of the partnership. Other schools may want to think of partnership ideas that deepen their teaching practice.                                                                                                                                                               Patrick ODonnell    Normandale Community College   

Paula Garland         Normandale Community College       

15.   The Pedagogical Power of Comics 

 This roundtable session focuses on the use of graphic novels and comics in the classroom. The four participants recently formed a Comic Book Consortium at Winona State University, which aims to make comics a focus of academic exploration and examines their potential in the classroom. The first two panelists will examine how comics can be utilized in first-year composition and creative writing classes. The second two panelists will examine how comics can be utilized to engage students in multicultural and international issues. 

 Wayne C. Ripley      Winona State University    
Nicholas Ozment, Conan Kmiecik, and Dan Wahl     Winona State University

16.  Is Black English Real Language?                                                                                                                                                                                       This presentation/discussion raises question about whether Black English is a real language, and if it is, do we need to teach speakers of Black English in the same manner we teach other students who speak English as a second language? I do not claim to be an expert in the subject; however, I do have some opinions and experience in the areas—such as how the language developed, and how students advance who are taught using the same methods as those students who speak Black English.  I will present  my theories and some vocabulary common to Black English Vernacular and proceed  into a discussion, aiming to leave the participants with a better understanding of the issues of teaching English to students who speak Black English.                                                                                                                                                                                                  Starletta Barber Poindexter       Century College       

17.    CHALLENGES OF NON-NATIVE SPEAKERS WITH READING AND WRITING IN COMPOSITION 101 CLASSES
Many  non-native international students who pursue their education in US universities are required to take  composition their first year.  Some universities encourage these students to register for the non-native (ESL) sections of English 101 (Composition). Teachers in these classes are challenged to prepare students for academic writing because the students have different social, cultural, and academic backgrounds. My study explored some of the challenges that first-year international students face in developing their writing and reading practices in composition classes. I  interviewed three international students enrolled in an ESL composition course at a public university in Minnesota. The results suggest that ESL students’ performance in composition classes for non-native speakers is heavily affected by the students’ background knowledge, use of English, and familiarity with new writing genres.   

Ahmet Dursun      English Department       Minnesota State University, Mankato    
18.    Academic Borderlands: Teaching U.S. Standards of Academic Honesty in a Globalized Composition Classroom 
As our educational systems become increasingly diverse, composition faculty confront the challenge of teaching culturally-particular standards of Academic Honesty to students from cultures that approach originality in different ways. This session explores recent scholarship regarding teaching Academic Honesty to international students in the composition classroom. Then, utilizing samples of student writing and student interviews, the session engages how faculty might integrate Academic Honesty instruction as a collaborative process, inviting students to join, and shape, academic culture.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Anne A Thurmer       Winona State University          

19.   Using Creative Writing to Shape the Critical Mind of the Composition Student                                                                                         English composition teachers aim to develop their students’ critical minds, using a variety of scholarly texts and formal essays.  However, composition instructors tend to avoid creative writing, a field too often equated with basket weaving and Easter egg coloring.  This presentation focuses on our own research on the use of creative writing in the composition classroom and our own individual use of creative writing lessons and exercises as a means to develop the minds of students.                                                                                                                              Jade Faul      Minnesota State University-Mankato         

Teresa Bolstad       Minnesota State University-Mankato        

20.   Teaching Ethics in Creative Nonfiction Writing                                                                                                                                                      This presentation will examine recent memoir cases, and the legal issues and monetary damages the writers faced. A look at the current trends in creative nonfiction writing and how these may aid in reducing embellished work will be explored.  Ideas on how we, as educators, can try to instill ethics in our writing students will be proposed.                                                                                             Nicole Montana       Saint Catherine’s University        
21.   Towards a Critical-Cultural Pedagogy:  Problem Posing in the Technical Writing Classroom
 This presentation addresses the question “How might a critical-cultural pedagogy be integrated into the technical writing classroom for the purpose of achieving--via a strategy of problem-posing--a technocritical literacy?” Such a technical writing class can deliberately interrogate the cultural assumptions and attendant ideologies that mediate all of our thinking and writing. In this way we teach students how to be both technically productive and critically reflective, thus becoming technocritical agents.
 Stephen Brasher      Rhetoric and Scientific & Technical Communication         Department of Writing Studies
University of Minnesota      

22.    Crossing the Line for Intergenerational Bonds:  Millennials Write Life Stories about the “Greatest Generation”
This workshop will provide the “Top 7 Tips” for successfully creating “life stories” by advanced writing students. Participants learn about the writing experience of today’s student of the “Millennial Generation” who captures the life story of a community elder from the “Greatest Generation.”




                                                                                                             Lynn Ludwig, Ph.D.        Department of English       St. Cloud State University    

23.   Talking Across Our Boundaries: A Case for Creative Nonfiction                                                                                                                       Bronwyn T. Williams has noted that creative nonfiction poses problems for English departments because it “sprawls across the contested terrains of creative writing, composition, journalism, and literature.”  This presentation examines the current status of creative nonfiction and suggests a reconsideration of our criteria for academic merit, one that will acknowledge the rich possibilities in marginalized discourse modes such as the personal essay. By balancing traditional academic discourse with creative nonfiction, students will have a more holistic understanding of the possibilities writing offers.                                                                                                             Benjamin Wheeler        University of Minnesota, Morris         

24.    “Reacting to the Past”: A New Pedagogical Tool   (Comp pedagogy)                                                                                                      “Reacting to the Past” is a series of “games.”  Students travel back to a pivotal historical time and participate in what happened, enabling them to both “change” history and to really understand how important an individual can be in the outcome of issues.  This game won the 2004 Hesburgh Award  (TIAA CREF) for innovative teaching.  I’d like to share my experience with this new teaching concept and help to answer any questions others might have about                   Jill Zasadny, PhD         St. Cloud State University           
25.  Keynote II:   Literary Readings by Bill Meissner, Michael Fredo, Diane Wilson                                                                              Michael Fedo will read from his nonfiction book The Lynchings in Duluth where he drew from newspaper accounts, court records, state files, and interviews with aging and often reluctant witnesses, the small but telling stories of individual participants and observers—both blacks and whites—in a manner that casts them as ordinary people caught up in an extraordinary moment of violence and hatred.     Bill Meissner will read from his novel – Spirits in the Grass – and his poetry and short stories.  His works include two critically well received literary baseball books – the recently released Spirits in the Grass (which also has a Native American theme) and the 1994 short story collection Hitting into the Wind.  Bill teaches Creative Writing at Saint Cloud State. 

Diane Wilson will read Spirit Car: Journey to a Dakota Past, published by Borealis Books in 2006. Spirit Car won the 2006 MN              Book Award for Memoir, Autobiography, and Creative Nonfiction.  Her work also has been published in The American Indian Quarterly, The Reader, The View from the Loft, Wolf Head Quarterly, Minnesota Women’s Press, Pioneer Press. Diane currently  works for Dream of Wild Health, a Native owned 10-acre farm in Hugo, Minnesota. 
26.  Towards Change-based Writing Assessment: Analyzing Students’ Effectiveness inUse of Written Argument Strategies in Online Role-Play Activities                                                                                                                                                                                                     This session describes uses of blogs and social-networking sites to engage students in online role-play activities to foster use of argument strategies about issues and/or literary texts. We present research analyzing high school students’ participation in on-line role-play debate related to the issue of a school’s Internet policies that demonstrated the value of engaging students in formulating and challenging each other’s positions as a form of prewriting to prepare them for writing problem-solution essays.  Because students were proposing changes in the school’s Internet policies to administrators, resulting in actual changes in those policies, they gained a sense of agency in their ability to achieve change.  We then propose a “change-based” writing assessment approach based on determining the rhetorical effectiveness of writing to foster potential or actual change in status-quo systems as well as change in students’ sense of agency derived from their success in achieving change.                                                                                    

Richard Beach       English Education          University of Minnesota        

Candance Doerr-Stevens        Literary Education            University of Minnesota/Minnesota Writing Project                                               Elizabeth Boeser, Jefferson High School, Bloomington, MN
27.    Writing Places: Bridging Experience and Awareness in First-Year Composition                                                                                                     A key purpose of first-year writing classes is to equip students to connect communities they already inhabit to new communities of academic inquiry. This panel offers resources for using “place” as a pedagogical resource to both affirm and critique this connection. Each panelist will describe techniques for helping students use places they care about to write strong yet critical connections between their lives as citizens and their work as students.                                                                                                                                          Tim Dougherty       University of Minnesota          
Patrick Bruch       University of Minnesota                                                                                                                                                                            Mary Wiatrak-Uhlenkott       University of Minnesota






                                              Joseph Bartolotta      University of Minnesota
28.   Bridging the Digital Divide:  Successful Online Tutoring
Walden University has created an asynchronous virtual Writing Center that accommodates the diverse needs of online learners. The presenters provide insight into the logistics of an online writing center and a sampling of the work Walden consultants see and how we approach the writing process. The presenters outline the policies with examples of how consultants convey areas for improvement to students without the nuances of face-to-face interaction.                                                                                                                                                                                                Jeff Zuckerman       Director of Writing Services       Walden University        
Heidi Rivers, Laurel Walsh, Brian Timmerman, and Jamie Patterson       Walden University

29.  Relationships Between Clients and Consultants                                                                                                                                                  In order to avoid over-dependency, some writing centers have disallowed relationships to form between consultant and client. Doing so can have damaging consequences to writing centers that strive for informal, friendly, welcoming environments. This paper will defend and discuss the rewards of long-term relationships between consultants and clients, specifically regarding English Language Learners and Learning Disabled clients. Likewise, methods for promoting proactive consultations will be shared to empower consultants interested in combating over-dependency.                                                                                                                                                Elysha Gellerman       Saint Cloud State University      

30. Rubrics For English Assignments   (assessment)
 English can sometimes be tough to grade; it is a mix of subjective and objective evaluation. However, an instructor can make assessment of English assignments easier--both for their own ends, and from the students' perspective. This presentation will talk about how to integrate these two pieces of grading English papers. It is intended to be interactive, with emphasis on integrating assignments instructors are                                                                                                                                                                                          Andrea Potyondy-Smith       Hennepin Technical College      
31.    Poor Professor Higgins Indeed: Genre, Power, and Assessment
Proponents of standards-based education reform often package their arguments in claims concerning effectiveness, efficiency, and equality in the classroom.  But in what sense are new assessment standards positioning writing instructors as the new Henry Higginses of the academy?  This paper revisits the now well-worn debate over genre and codes of power through the lens of standards-based educational reform movements in the past decade.  Memorable lines from George Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion illustrate just what these conceptual arguments might mean in the lives of students.
Matthew Clark Williams         University of Minnesota       

32.   Thinking Critically, Writing Organically: An Active Approach to Composition                                                                                                  This interactive session presents a cross-disciplinary perspective on teaching writing using strategies borrowed from the Theater, with particular emphasis on Writing and Acting across the disciplines, to reach and inspire students who are diverse in discipline, culture, and learning style. These exercises can be used as a springboard to come up with new ideas for active engagement in Writing Across the Curriculum.                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Marnie J. Glazier      Inver Hills Community College, North Hennepin Community College     

33.  Thinking Critically about Incorporating Critical Thinking into English Curriculum (critical thinking)                                                     What exactly does critical thinking entail?  What should students think critically about?  How might English instructors evaluate a student’s ability to think critically? What might a sample critical thinking writing assignment look like?  Participants in this panel will address each one of these questions, with the goal of sharing and developing ideas, assignments, and courses.                                                                                                                                                                              Brandy Opse-Weber          Inver Hills Community College                                                                                                         Anthony Collins,  Dave Page, and Carrie Taylor        Inver Hills Community College

34.  The Effectiveness of Directive vs. Non-directive Tutoring Methods for ELLs                                                                                                        Writing center theorists have long debated the relative advantages of directive (tutor-driven) and non-directive (collaborative) tutoring methods. Currently, non-directive tutoring is preferred over directive tutoring in the St. Cloud State University  (SCSU) writing center. This approach can be challenging when working with English Language Learners (ELLs).  This session presents the findings of a research study that establishes whether or not directive methods are measurably more effective than non-directive methods when tutoring ELLs.  It discusses advantages of both methods.                                                                                                                                                           Tanya M. Dotseth       Saint Cloud State University       
Cara Pawlowski      Saint Cloud State University 
35.  Student Writing Support Online: What Can Students Learn and How Can Writing Consultants Help Them?           People who consult in the University of Minnesota’s Student Writing Support Online (SWS.online) have learned about themselves, their students, and their practice. Panelists address:  What types of writing instruction can one provide in an online writing consultation space? What are the characteristics of meaningful discussions about writing that occur in online writing consultation spaces? What produces student-consultant collaboration during online writing consultation? Does one approach commenting as a teacher and a consultant differently or similarly, and to what extent are choices pedagogically sound?                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Linda Clemens     Center for Writing       Department of Writing Studies    U of Minnesota   
Lauren Curtright       Center for Writing      University of Minnesota                                                                                 
Debra Hartley, Ph.D.    Assistant Director, Center for Writing      University of Minnesota         
Kim Strain      Department of Writing Studies      University of Minnesota       

36.  Critically Thinking about Science in the First-Year Composition Classroom
 How can teachers encourage first-year composition students to employ critical thinking skills when reading and writing about scientific issues? This PowerPoint presentation shows how I used survey and course evaluation data to create a curriculum that teaches students to question their assumptions about what it means to study “English” and to develop their critical scientific literacy while improving their reading and writing.
James Heiman         Saint Cloud State University        
37.  Eureka! and Beyond: The Emotionally Intelligent Writing Class
Everybody loves the feeling of having an idea. The surge of emotion that accompanies inspiration is one of the inalienable joys of being a writer. But can the same be said of sitting down and actually doing the work? Using research from my book HEAD CASE: How I Almost Lost My Mind Trying to Understand My Brain, I will present a new classroom exercise that helps students understand the emotional challenges of being a writer. 
Dennis Cass      Carleton College         

 38.  Shared-Courses Learning Community:  Blood Diamonds in Composition and World Politics                                                              Two presenters explain the inception, construction, and delivery of two complementary courses: Freshman Composition and Intro. to World Politics.  Using film, documentaries, and a novel as subject matter for essays, the instructors assess a major portion of the course through student portfolios, combining work from each course into a single portfolio.                                                                                                                                                                       Dr. Michael Bielmeier       Normandale Community College          

 39.   10 Multi-Media Strategies for Engaging Non-Writers
This presentation introduces 10 adaptable writing exercises focused on engaging the senses and alternative modes of learning. These exercises were originally designed to activate learning for non-writing majors and to contextualize writing skills as relevant to ideation, problem-solving, and self-awareness. The presenters are passionate about making connections between the visual arts and writing. Participants will receive chapbooks that contain instructions and examples.                                                                                                                                Margaret McGee      Director of the Learning Center      Minneapolis College of Art and Design                                                                       Mary McDunn           Minneapolis College of Art and Design     


40.   Creativity in the Teaching of Writing
The phrase “creative teaching” refers to teaching that promotes creativity among students, an apt term for conveying the shared responsibility and possibility in a creative classroom. Focusing on creativity includes considering what creativity means to writing instructors and students as well as investigating the factors that promote creativity. When we incorporate insights from our own writing and from creativity research into our courses, we inspire and challenge students. Our students, in turn, become active collaborators who inspire and challenge us.
Ann Linde        Augsburg College       
41.  First-year Writing: Adapting to Change
Inquiry-based first-year writing courses are meant to foster collaborative work, promote interaction between and among students and instructors, and help build confidence as a community of writers. How does this model translate to the teaching of developmental writing? To the teaching of non-traditional and underprepared student populations? In this session we will  share our classroom observations, transmission methods, and ideas for creating curricula.
Patricia Fillipi       Department of Writing Studies      University of Minnesota       
Matt Kinglinger,  Maureen Aitken, and Pat Eliason      University of Minnesota

42.  Grading Student Writing as Transformative Practice                                                                                                                                     Grading student writing is a potential site for critical reflection by both student and teacher. This session presents a transparent and multi-participant process, transforming an act that confounds student-centered classrooms into a process that enacts a teacher’s writing pedagogy. This presentation is relevant for high school and college instructors. Transform-ative grading has potential to address classrooms with multilingual students and those with varying literacy levels.                                                                                                                                                                     Dr. Susan J. Callaway         Director, UST Center for Writing         University of St. Thomas      
43.   Differentiated Instruction: Who, Me?
We'll take a brief look at formative, differentiated instruction and assessment. Differentiation is inclusive and allows all students to work at their own pace, skill level, and potential. Participants will be asked to brainstorm and propose ways that they could use differentiation in their courses.
Mary Garvey Verrill        Normandale Community College      

44.  “That’s a place where smart kids go”: An analysis of the relationship between first-year college students’ construction of identity and their interpretation of teacher feedback to writing
 This presentation describes a study of how four college students constructed their identity as “smart students” in a required first-year composition class and how their self-perceptions influenced their interpretation of teacher feedback to their writing. Findings support Gee’s (2000-2001) claim that academic institutions themselves promote certain practices that students (and teachers) eagerly adopt and that ultimately ensure (and sometimes enforce) that student behaviors are recognized in a certain way.                                                                                                                                                             Elizabeth Kirchoff       Minnesota State University-Moorhead         

45.   The Inappropriateness of Appropriateness
This talk attacks the PC idea of controlling anything we don’t like by labeling it “inappropriate.” The presenter reviews some of the literature on this topic and describes specific classroom applications of how the term is used to interdict freedom of expression.

 Greg Zeck         Hennepin Technical College      

46.   Teaching Professional Writing in the First Year Composition Class                                                                                                                   This panel will discuss a collaborative project in which TAs tailored sections of first-year writing to prepare students to write for their majors and professions.  It involved developing a specialized assignment sequence for students enrolled in three English 101 “learning community” courses:  Nursing, Dental Hygiene, and Choosing and Changing Majors                                                                                                                                                                      Heather Camp    Director of Composition        Minnesota State University-Mankato    
Teresa Bolstad and  Keith Wein      Minnesota State University-Mankato

47.  Calling up a Tsunami: Arresting White Privilege with Critical Literacy and Arts Activism in the Basic Writing Classroom                                   Urban Basic Writing classrooms are increasingly predominantly students of color, while English faculties remain largely if not exclusively white.  This should serve to heighten our awareness of BW as work that does not address cognitive deficits, but cultural divides within Higher Ed. and the broader community.  Our work is not mere error correction to the standard, but cultural brokerage – making the cultures and genres valued in academic discourse intelligible to those coming from far outside that culture: usually people from across racial, ethnic, and class cultural divides from their BW teachers.  This session will explore strategies for engaging basic writing communities of color through critical literacy and arts activism.                                                                                                    Kathleen DeVore, Valerie Deus, and Shannon Gibney      Minneapolis Community and Technical College    

48.   Rousing All the Voices: Helping a Diverse College Class Sound Their Stories
 With more and more immigrant students (or children of immigrants) attending college classes, the strategy is to writing called "The Map of the World" has proven useful in diverse classrooms. The goal in this approach is to cultivate class awareness of students’ widely divergent histories and to help each student gain initial confidence in writing a personal narrative.  In this presentation, participants will be guided through the Map of the World essay (drawing and writing a map of the world as you perceived it at age 7 or 8), then initial drafting, and end with my presentation of experiences with a wide range of cultural populations and how common awareness of diversity can empower a class toward sharing their work and trusting their own voices and interests.
 Margot Fortunato Galt   Metropolitan State U, University of Minnesota, Hamline University      

49.    AFA, AA with Emphasis, and Certificate Programs: Nurturing Creative Writers at the Community College
 Normandale Community College has grown its creative writing course enrollment from 50 students per school year in 1999-2000 to over 400 students per school year in 2007-2008.  Normandale is now offering students  an AFA in Creative Writing, an AA with Writing Emphasis, and a Certificate in Creative Writing.  Other features of the program include a 2008-09 Visiting Writer, Thomas Maltman, a thriving Creative Writing Club, a Reading Series, and a literary magazine published each semester.  Come to this session and find out how your college can increase enrollments in creative writing, initiate a program that fits the needs of your students, and/or launch creative writing extracurricular activities.

 Kris Bigalk        Director of Creative Writing          Normandale Community College      

50.   Across classroom borders: creating an online communal space for first-year writing students                                                                                                                                                          In this session, members of the University of Minnesota’s Writing Studies Department discuss the development, implementation, and assessment of a Course Transformation Project.  This project addressed questions of audience and writing in Web 2.0 environments, particularly in three different teaching spaces: online, hybrid, and face-to-face.  Team members discuss reports from teachers, classroom observations, and student feedback, as well as future directions for online learning in a large first-year writing program.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Kimberly Schultz       Department of Writing Studies      University of Minnesota      
Lee-Ann Kastman Breuch,       Director of Undergraduate Studies


                                                                                 Tim Gustafson           Associate Director of First Year Writing                    



                                                               Merry Rendahl         Doctoral Candidate, Writing Studies





                                                 Tom Reynolds           Director of First Year Writing, Writing Studies      University of Minnesota
51.  Cross-Disciplinary Possibilities:  Helping English Majors Analyze “Our” Conventions                                                                                 This panel focuses on cross-disciplinary possibilities for teaching writing in a liberal arts college English department.  Our papers describe approaches that are particularly valuable for English majors, many of whom simply naturalize "our" conventions as "good writing."  Rebecca Fremo, a Rhetoric/ Compositionist, describes how an intermediate composition course can become a rhetorically focused Academic Writing course, teaching both non-English majors and English majors how discourse reflects disciplinary values.  Baker Lawley, a creative writer who also teaches literature, discusses writing assignments that ask for a creative rather than critical response.  Creative responses in literature courses help students experience intensive textual interaction through close-reading and interpretation.  Sean Cobb, a Film Studies professor, offers writing assignments that involve making observations about a still image from a film and developing those observations into inferential arguments.  These assignments, he’ll suggest, help students analyze and write about film, enabling them to understand some of the disciplinary conventions of Film Studies and conveying that visual observations can be crucial evidence.                                                                                                                                                                            Rebecca T. Fremo       Gustavus Adolphus College         
Baker Lawley      Gustavus Adolphus College       
Sean Cobb        Gustavus Adolphus College       


52.  Writerships, Reform, and English Composition (history of composition)                                                                                                          As early as the seventeenth century the term “writer” had special application to a clerk in the service of the East India Company. In the mid eighteenth century a youth might be trained in handwriting and arithmetic before shipping off at age 17 or 18 to claim his “writership” in India.  Scandals led to reform, which in the 1850s replaced patronage with competitive examination. English studies, including English history, English literature, and English composition, thereby became the subjects of national examination long before they were standard subjects of collegiate instruction. The reform of the domestic Civil Service, which followed close on the heels of the reform of the India Civil Service, further encouraged the study of English, including the study of English composition.  In this presentation I will focus on two aspects of these related reforms as regards the history of English composition: (1) the actual questions that were set for English composition in several early examinations for the India Civil Service; and, (2) the increasing attention that was given to précis-writing, both in examinations for the domestic Civil Service and in the handbooks that were published to meet the new demand for composition instruction. The utilitarian and perhaps discreditable task of these handbooks   is part of the equivocal genealogy of English composition.                                                                                                                                                              Michael Hancher       Department of English           University of Minnesota          
53.  Introducing a Contract for Grades in the Advanced Creative Writing Workshop                                                                                           Do creative writing students know how they're doing if they receive plenty of advice but don't get grades during the bulk of the term?   In the advanced creative writing classroom,  the best formative assessment (workshop and fine arts critique) is constant and precise  and takes place throughout the term.  On the other hand,  summative assessment (the giving of grades) during the creative process is almost always antagonistic to learning and destructive of process and product.  I have introduced contract grading in my advanced fiction courses to give students a better sense of how their work is affecting their final grades.                                                           Cass Dalglish        Department of English           Augsburg College        

54.  What Do Students Say about Comments?                                                                                                                                                                   Assessment as a part of the teaching and writing process has a great impact on the outcomes. Literature about assessment usually analyzes it from the teacher’s perspective.  But feedback is for students, so I’d like to see how students react to comments, and it is why I am motivated to do this empirical research.                                                                                                                                                        Jie Li       Rhetoric and Writing        Bowling Green State University, OH
     

55.  Using diagnostic student questionnaires for planning and assessing postsecondary writing instruction.
Diagnostic student questionnaires are flexible pre- and post-assessment tools writing instructors can use to measure various aspects of student readiness and interest as well as the outcomes of their own teaching (Tomlinson, 2001). Prior to teaching, diagnostic questionnaires can give instructors broad overviews of the prior knowledge and skill sets of their students,  thereby enabling them to diagnose areas of content that will require special emphasis in their teaching and to help them move their students to "deep process" the skills and information being taught (Svinicki, 2004). As post-assessment tools, diagnostic questionnaires can help instructors monitor the effectiveness of their instruction. Student responses to diagnostic questionnaires recently conducted in postsecondary introductory literature courses will be shared in this presentation.
Rick Lybeck       Department of English        Minnesota State University, Mankato     
56.  Keynote III:    How We Talk About and Do Assessment Changes Everything                                                                                                                                Using former MLA President Gerald Graff's 2008 essay "Assessment Changes Everything" as a starting point to examine how we            talk about and currently do learning outcomes assessment, I will encourage the appropriation of the word "assessment." Today it seems to belong to the exclusive lexicon of administrators, but the reality that it represents—of planning, guiding, observing, and evaluating student learning—belongs entirely to faculty. Assessment is not a procedure as much as a scholarly activity in which faculty are always engaged.                                                                                                                                                                                                  Lynda Milne        Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System Director for Faculty Development and Director of the Center for Teaching and Learning

57.  Noon Roundtable:  College Writing Centers:  How Many Variations are Possible?                                                                                                       Discussion Leader:  July Rodakowski           Rochester Community College            

58.  Noon Roundtable:   The No-Grades Classroom                                                                                                                                                              This roundtable imagines, evaluates, and reports on experiments with a university writing classroom without grades. At one time, contract grading and portfolios were conceived of as radical alternatives to grading; however, they often only reinforce market logic within the classroom. Five graduate instructors from the University of Minnesota report on what motivates them to have a no-grades classroom, what a truly grade-free writing classroom would look like, what philosophical work can it do—and not do, and what practical conditions need to be in place to make it work.                                                                                                                                           Roundtable Chair: Lucia Pawlowski        University of Minnesota       
Jewon Woo, Nick Hengen, Renee DeLong (Literature and Writing), and Shantha Susman (Creative Writing)      
59.   Surviving and Succeeding as an English Teacher: How to make assessment meaningful for teacher and student                                        Every teacher knows that grading writing well is an art but must be based on objective criteria, yet doing both is often time consuming and overwhelming. This presentation will discuss how assignment creation, motivating students to write and establishing grading criteria work together to make learning relevant to the student and manageable for the teacher. Don't miss this opportunity to hear how others survive and succeed amidst the swelling tide of paper grading in the classroom                                                                      Wanda Synstelien          Southwest State       
60.   A Year of Tutorials:  Questioning Hierarchy within English Graduate Assistantships                                                                                           With the number of University writing centers increasing, a growing number of first-year English graduate students are offered a choice between teaching assistantships and writing center assistantships.  This paper presents a study of the changing phenomenon and challenges the assumption that graduate students should be required to hold tutoring positions before being offered teaching assistantships.                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Karl Russell Klint         St. Cloud State University    

61.   My Best Friend Lives in a Book
Young Adult literature is the contemporary literature which is written for the primary audience of Middle/Junior/Senior students.                 I like the classics which are currently taught in secondary schools as much as anyone, but it is my opinion that young people need to read current books which are more relevant to their lives.  The students in my class at CSP are reading a wide variety of books published with the young adult readers as their focus.  My students love the class!  They say it isn’t even like doing homework, except they have to write a paper on each book read, do book talks, do an author study, and compile a selection of poetry suitable to be used in middle/junior/high school classes.             Phyllis Deer
Concordia College             
62.   A Theoretical Rationale for Aesthetic Response in the High School English Classroom                                                                                   New Criticism relies on a close reading of the text, and secondary English often focuses solely on the text and its elements instead   of the students’ reading experiences.  In Literature as Exploration (1938), Louise Rosenblatt insists that aesthetic reading is a result of a transaction, or mutual construction of meaning, between the text and reader.  Secondary English is often more concerned about what canonical literature the students read rather than how the students read literature.  I argue that emphasis should be placed on the aesthetic experience of reading, and teachers should familiarize themselves with Rosenblatt’s theory and use teaching methods that will promote and enhance students’ reading experience in order to increase students’ ability to understand humankind.                                                                                                                                                                                          Heidi J. Jones           University of Minnesota         


63.   Teaching Reading in the First-Year Composition Classroom                                                                                                                                               This presentation makes a case for the need to include reading instruction in first-year composition.  After briefly addressing the neglect of reading instruction in composition theory literature, the presenter reviews recent scholarship that has taken up the question of reading pedagogy in the composition classroom.  The presenter then discusses her past year of practice, during which she made a deliberate effort to incorporate reading instruction into classroom activities.                                                                                                                                                                     Elizabeth M. Kalbfleisch      Department of Writing Studies        University of Minnesota      
64.   Tutoring Across Boarders – The Next Step                                                                                                                                                                 History has proven time again that an idea that breaks away from conventional action can bring about a new standard. For example, Ernest Hemingway’s stylistic voice was unlike writers of his time. While everyone else was writing elongated sentences, Hemingway condensed language and influenced generations of writers by eliminating unnecessary words. Today writing centers mirror American Literature before Hemingway because we are at a standstill with the way we tutor. There is a need for a paradigm shift in the standards of American fiction writing. Like Hemmingway, in order to improve current pedagogies in teaching and learning English, new methodologies that increase learner centeredness must be researched.                                         This case study explores a new option for English Language Learners (ELL). A traditional writing center tutorial involves one writer and one tutor. This study examines the effects and implications of having two writers from the same class collaborating with one tutor as a Peer Pair Tutorial. These writers work together on the same assignment during the tutorial. It researches the comfort level of ELL learners within the writing center as well as the effects of peer collaborative learning.                                                                                                                                                                                                             Angie Chong        Saint Cloud State University         
Nick Seifert          Saint Cloud State University        

65.  It’s All About Me                                                                                                                                                                                                     As a writing instructor, I often have difficulty arousing excitement from my students about writing.  In order to make this a more personal and more stimulating subject, I have developed assignments that revolve around the students’ experiences and personalities.  These assignments appeal specifically to diverse populations of students as well as nontraditional students.  Through their papers, the students are able to tell their stories and build their own voices by writing about the one subject they know better than anything else: themselves.






                                                                                   

Amy Kubista             Minnesota School of Business            

66.  Graphic Organizer for Students                                                                                                                                                                                    How can we help our students accomplish that first task of the writer - actually getting their ideas onto the blank page? In this session you will see how a graphic organizer may be used to help students respond in their own words to text passages.
 Gregory Dahlstrom       Inver Hills Community College      


67.  How Creative Writing Can Inform English Curriculum                                                                                                                                        What do creative writers uniquely offer as English instructors? Poets, fiction and creative nonfiction writers will explore and discuss what we can “borrow” from the practice and pedagogy of creative writing to instruct, motivate, and inspire our students across the English curriculum. Panelists teach a range of courses (composition, technical writing, creative writing and literature) at a variety of institutions, including Wisconsin and MnSCU universities, community and technical colleges. A bibliography of sources and sample exercises will be provided.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Beth Mayer      Metropolitan State University and Hennepin Technical College        
Matthew Guenette       Madison Area Technical College                                                                                                                                               Kristin Johnson      Metropolitan State University                                                                                                                                                       Annette Schiebout       University of Wisconsin, River Falls                                                                                                                                      Charlotte Sullivan      Normandale Community College
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Thanks to Carol Mohrbacher,  Saint Cloud State University;  Julie Daniels, Century College; and Pat Darling, Saint Paul College,  Inver Hills Community College, and Metropolitan State University for compiling this document.

If you are interested in contributing to next year’s conference, please contact Richard Jewell  at jewel001@umn.edu
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