Stages, Competencies, or Discursive Practices of a College Writer (Version 2—for Faculty) (24 Mar. ‘12)

           (Note: You may want to first read the student version, which is below, page “2.”)
          All of the stages represent, in one sense, a taxonomic, temporal order of competencies or discursive practices.  To help with identification of the difference between K-12 and college writing, the K-12 writer is first described.  Note: Citations marked “DB” are from  David Bartholomae in "Inventing the University”; “LAC” is Lee Ann Carroll in How College Students Develop as Writers; “LF” is Linda Flower in “Writer-Based Prose”; and "Recall," "Comprehension," "Application," "Analysis," "Synthesis," and "Evaluation" are Benjamin Bloom's. All others are from essays in What Is “College-Level” Writing? edited by Patrick Sullivan and Howard Tinberg.  
(A) The K-12 writer is in the early stages of learning writing awareness and skills, culminating in being able to offer an often single-draft "Lesson on Life" (DB 513) with "the articulation of the commonplace" (519); is “formulaic…to conform” (Mosley 58-9) and attempts grammatical correctness (65); and is “good enough” with “Academic Virtues” (L. Bloom 72).
        Types of Writing (Genres): primarily responses to literature: reports, use of elements, sometimes opinion responses or reviews; 
        also some nonfiction prose of several kinds aimed at high school culture, thought, and feelings
        Audience: none. Writer-centric or “writer based” prose: idiosyncratic, sensory, emotional, or lacking in transitional thought (LF)
        Critical Reading: can find and discuss the quality or level of "Recall," "Comprehension," and "Application" (Bloom's lowest three 
        Thinking Skills) in peer writing 
              
(B) The beginning college writer (and successful basic-developmental or high school writer before or at the beginning of a 1st 1000-level college composition course): This person can "hear the 'melody of formal English'" (DB 523).  He or she is learning "new 'basic skills'" (LAC 119) with a "desire to produce writing . . . 'good enough' for success'" and a "growing awareness of different types of writing" in college culture (85), but the student may not be able, yet, to earn passing grades in discipline-based papers (White).

Grade Level: typical, 12-13.  General range, 9-14 (with 13-16 representing undergraduate college)
Types of Writing (Genres): expressive, descriptive, 5-paragraph theme, report, and journal writing

Audience: has little or no conscious recognition of, or attention to, the concept of "audience"—is “writer based” (LF)
Voice/Tone/Style: informal, informative, or storytelling ("once upon a time . . . .") with a clear sense of subject’s immediacy and/or relevancy.  Tends toward “passionate assertion” OR “patient inquiry” (Gentile 323 from Academic Senate of Cal. Comm. Coll.).
Process: (1) writing, (2) adding quotations, and (3) minor editing
Method of Persuasion: simple arguments, especially in narrative or "five-star" (five-paragraph) format using personal anecdotes—along with general/common-knowledge ideas and quotations—for support
Critical Reading: can also find and discuss (in addition to Bloom's lowest three Thinking Skills) the quality or level of "Analysis" in common cultural texts such as news, blogs, magazines, and visual texts by looking for objectivity, bias, and general persuasive organization and technique

(C) The intermediate college writer (near the end of or after a 1st 1000-level college composition class): This writer can offer "an 'objective analysis or a close' reading" using "the voice of the community" (DB 519-21).  She can "accommodate . . . expectations of . . . professor readers" (LAC 23) and has knowledge of "rewriting" (73) and "writing strategies . . . related to research, style, audience, organization, and analysis" (74) and can earn passing grades on lower-division undergrad. papers.
Grade Level: typical, 13-14.  General range, 11-15 

Types of Writing (Genres): academic essays using argument, analysis, and/or research writing

Audience: understands the expectations of the academic teacher as audience.  Is “reader based” (LF) toward one or many teachers
Voice/Tone/Style: academic, logical, balanced, and persuasive in speech considered authoritative and appropriate for the audience and setting. Starts to mix “passionate assertion” OR “patient inquiry” (Gentile above).
Process: (1) research and drafting, (2) large-scale reorganization, and (3) consistent editing

Method of Persuasion: extended, cohesive thesis and/or analysis using academic/professional resources; ability to examine and interrogate an issue from opposing sides with general fairness and balance
Critical Reading: can discuss the quality or level of both "Analysis" and "Synthesis" (Bloom) in common cultural texts using a "close reading" (Berthoff), and in academic/professional texts using a general reading

(D) The advanced-college or beginning-professional writer: This person can "define a position . . . against 'common' discourse" and both hear and sing the "song" of a discipline's or profession's style of writing (DB 521).  She is "aware of the disciplinary conventions in [her] major" (LAC 89), and is skilled in producing "texts . . . intended to do work in the 'real' world" (126) and is able to earn passing grades or higher on papers in upper-division undergraduate and graduate courses.
Grade Level: typical, 16-17.  general range, 13-17+ (graduate school/beginning professional work)
Types of Writing (Genres): critical argument, review, deep research, logical summaries and analyses, and/or evaluations and recommendations in one or more specific academic disciplines or professions

Audience: empathizes with an academic or professional group as the readers.  Is “reader based” (LF) for an identifiable group
Voice/Tone/Style: logical, fair, balanced, and consciously using the “song”—the conventions—of one or more specific disciplines or professions.  Able to fully “honor the dance between passionate assertion and patient inquiry” (Gentile above)
Process: (1) drafting, research, and redrafting; (2) recursive revision/organization; and (3) critical editing
Method of Persuasion: research and support of an analytical viewpoint, thesis, interpretation, or recommendation using accurate, convincing, reliable resources, unique ideas or conclusions, and detailed consideration—and logical rejection—of valid alternatives
Critical Reading: can discuss the quality of "Analysis," "Synthesis," and "Evaluation" (Bloom's three highest Thinking Skills) in both common and academic/professional texts with a "close reading" using one or more disciplines'/professions' viewpoints
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The Three Stages of a College Writer—Grade Levels (A Handout for Students) (24 Mar. ‘12)

(Quotations and paraphrases are from David Bartholomae's "Inventing the University" in Literacy: A Critical Sourcebook.)
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The K-12 writer is in the early stages of learning writing awareness and skills, culminating in being able
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to comment on literature and to offer an essay that is "a Lesson on Life" (513) using everyday language (519).
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          | A. The beginning college writer (and successful basic-developmental or high school 
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          |      writer) is one who can "hear the 'melody of formal English'" (523) and imagine 
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     being an "insider" (516) who can use this formal tone someday (521). 
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          | B. The intermediate college writer (at end of or after College Comp I) can, in a
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     formal academic tone, sustain a logical argument using quality research (521).
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          |   C. The advanced college writer (or beginning professional) is 
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        ▼      discipline's or profession's pattern and style of writing (521).

The Three Stages of a College Writer—More Description
(Quotations are from Lee Ann Carroll's How College Students Develop as Writers.)
(A) The beginning college writer (and successful basic-developmental or high school writer) is learning "new 'basic skills'" (119) with a "desire to produce writing . . . 'good enough' for success'" and a "growing awareness of different types of writing" (85).
Successful Types of Writing: self-expression, descriptions, 5-paragraph themes, reports, and journal writing

Audience: little or no conscious recognition of—or attention to—the concept of "audience" 

Voice/tone/style: informal, informative, or storytelling ("once upon a time . . . .") with sense of immediacy/relevancy
Method of Writing Arguments: simple arguments, especially in "five-star" (five-paragraph) format using personal anecdotes, along with general/common-knowledge ideas and quotations, for support
                

(B) The intermediate college writer (near the end of or after a 1st 1000-level college composition class) can "accommodate . . . expectations of . . . professor readers" (23) and has knowledge of "rewriting" (73) and "writing strategies . . . related to research, style, audience, organization, and analysis" (74).

Successful Types of Writing: academic essays using argument, analysis, and/or research writing

Audience: the academic teacher as audience

Voice/tone/style: academic, logical, balanced, and persuasive with sense of authority and appropriateness
Method of Writing Arguments: extended, cohesive argument and/or analysis using academic/professional resources; ability to examine an issue from opposing sides with general fairness and balance
                   

(C) The advanced-college (or beginning-professional) writer can both hear and sing the “song” of  
       academic and/or professional writing, is "aware of the disciplinary conventions in [the] major" (89), 
       and is skilled in producing "texts . . . intended to do work in the 'real' world" (126).
Successful Types of Writing: critical arguments, reviews, deep research, logical summaries and analyses, and/or evaluations in one or more specific academic disciplines or professions

Audience: an academic or professional group as the readers

Voice/tone/style: logical, fair, and thoughtful with conscious use of the writing patterns of a discipline or profession (e.g., a business proposal, a science report, a play review) and a sense of balanced presentation of multiple viewpoints
Method of Writing Arguments: a research paper with support of a specific subject using accurate, convincing, reliable resources, a unique viewpoint, and detailed consideration—and logical rejection—of valuable alternatives 
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